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ties, and a certain number of officers and soldiers of tiie 
Preventive Service, with others from the Custom House, 
were all stationed ready. Towards sunset a vessel was 
descried making towards the place. It was beautiful to 
see how she cui through the water, and, though heavily 
laden, carrying every sail she could hoist. Still she glided 
on. in fine style. 

Of the rest I can only tell you by hearsay, as papa said 
it was any thing but a proper scene for boys to witness. 
The end was, that although great resistance was made, the 
smugglers were secured to a man, and their cargo also — 



the old man and his daughter set st liberty, as papa hopes, 
to get an honest livelihood — and we were left in quiet pos* 
session of our house and grounds. 

Thus has papa, by a little presence of mind, rid ihe 
country of a nuisance; and I know I have learned a use- 
ful lesson, and seen the folly of indulging in idle fears. — 
But so prejudiced are the country people, that, though he 
has found one ghost to be human, they will believe as 
firmly as ever in supernatural appearances. Believe me 
ever yours, Henry. 




'^'^^ 



- Boibtctr, Esq. Cork, Del. 



DOOILWAy OF AGHADOE CFlURCll, KILLARNEV. 



Clayton, Sc. 



AGHADOE. 

Tlie engravings in this and the following pages, taken by 
difierent artists, represent, very accurately, the ancient Ro- 
manesq.nc door-woy of the ruined cathedral of Aghadoe 
an architectural relic of high antiquity, and interesting not 
only for its beauty of detail, but for the light which it re- 
flects upon the state of national taste and art of the period 
to which it belongs, probably the sixth or seventh century. 

It stands upon a bare green eminence, a mile and a 
half to the north-west of Kiilarncy, in the county of 
Kerry, and m the ancient territory of the Eoganacht Loch- 
lein, the patrimony of the M*Carthy More, and The 
O'Donogliue. in their day stalworth men-at-arm|, and 
hunters of the red deer. The prospect from this 'place, 
civer the enchanting lower lake, is of a magnificent de- 
scription, decidedly one of the best that can be obtained : 
Jt is broad, extensive, and various, and speaks highly for 
the good taste of those old religious men who selected the 
wtuation for their respective fanes — the Druid, the 
erector of the Turaghan, or the Christian missionary, who 
raised the Cathedral. 

It was morning when, accompanied by a friend, I visited 
this elevated upland. What a coritrast between the coid 



comfortless ruin, whose inter/orwas yet in deep shadow, anJ 
the luxuriant scenery spreading far around 1 Before iis 
lay the lake, one bright, sparkling, inland sea, with i(3 
dark boundary of towering mountains sloping away to 
the horizon. Ross Castle stood glittering in the early 
sunbeams, with its'finely wooded peninsula, running into 
the lake, and that little gem of^the waters, the fairy islet 
of Innisfallen, appearing like a shining emerald in tne bo- 
som of the wave. Turk, and Mangerton, and Glenna 
were still, dark, and sombre; the sun had not yet smiled 
on their brown sides, whilst Mucruss, amid its thick mo- 
nastic groves, enjoyed all the blush ^nd brilliancy of the 
hour. Truly all that the imagmation can conceive of the 
wild, and romantic, the magnificent and beautiful, is here 
brought before the eye, and dull and insensible must be 
that mind which would not feel it luxury to gaze upon 
such a landscape. My companion's spirit was up and soar* 
ing: he himself declared he was spell-bound as he looked 
out upon the blue waters of 0*Donoghue, and viewed hia 
fairy kingdom ; all the varied and vivid associations hang* 
ing over that wide spread scene, with its castles, towers, 
monastic shrines, and sainted isles, passed in rapid succes* 
sion before his teeming fancy, I could scarcely restrain » 
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Ktcl2j ai% contrasting his ^.varin enthusiasm with wy o\vn 
more stmd emotions, I heard him, with tremulous tone, 
mg out — 

*' OF all the blue lakes where day-light Ieaye» 
His liugeriftg ^vftile on golden eves, 
Fair Take, fair lake, thou'rt dear to me !" 

The remains at Aghadoe consist of a round tower, a 
jir,ail ruinous cathedral, and a round castle, called the 
"Bishop's Chair," This last stands on the hillside, about 
260 feet to the south-west of the church, and is in a very 
iliiapidated state— one of its' windows is roimd-hcaded. 



It would be hard to make off the form of the others. V/e 
can on)y conjecture the age of its erectioii hy analogy. 
The old Saxon castles were generally round, and buiit 
upon a tumulus, as at Pontefract, in YorkshirCj &c. We 
liave at Sbann^d, in the county of Limerick, one of a simi- 
lar rotund form, based vpon a tumulus. It is said to have 
been built by an earl of Desmond, but this I do not credit. 
Like the round fortalice at Aghadoe, k never possessed 
an arched apartment, or stone starr, and, indeed, seems to 
have belonged to the same period, probably the nwth or 
tenth century. These towers I would regard as interest- 
ing specimens of the early Irish fortress. 




A, Nicho), E5^*t?e/i 



Clayton, Sc^ 



DOORWAY. 



The cathedral and remains of the ronnii tower stan<! 
^mi what may be called " The Table Land" of the hilij 
surrounded by a thickly-tenanted burying^ground. 

The former ii a low oblong building, consisting of two 
tkpels of unequal antiquity, and forming at present a 
mn and choir. These are divided hy a solid ^fall, through 
*hii;h had once been a communication, but closed np be- 
fore the destruction of the building. The whole church 
is about eighty feet long by twenty feet broad. The choir, 
or more modern division, was lit above its altar by a dou- 
ble hut exceedingly nari'Qw ac\ite or lancet window^ slop- 
ing inwards. Another uindow in the south wall, fi^^e feet 
high by three feet in breadth, assisted with its twilight to 
mmu& the ghom oi tiiij ancient chamber. It coutaiaa 



within it three tombs. The greater part of the south wall 
of the nave has fa/len. This chapel was lit by two small 
round-headed windows— one in the north wall, now closeti 
up— the other in that part of the south siiU srand* 
ing. The ornamented door-%vay is placed in the western 
wall. It is a semicircular arch, springing from small round 
pillars, each about three feet in height, surmounted by 
simple capitals. The face of the arch, or architrave, dis- 
plays two courses of the chevron or zig-zag, in lovv relief, 
as also the toothed moulding, and a series of beads or 
bosses in me2zo-relievo. The parts between the pillars and 
jambs ace wrought hno funcifu] fretwork, which, as weU 
as the sculpture of the entire, is executed with the lUnioat 
care and very 4iup<;r(or taste. On the whole, the arc^itec-. 
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tural^style of this chapel, whilst it refers to the seventh or 
eighth century, proves it of higher antiquity than the 
ite^ern chapel* or choir, which belongs to tiie thirteenth 
century. 

The turaghan or round tower, stands fifty-four feet from 
the north-west angle of the church, and is called '^ the 
pvilpit" by the peasantry : all that remains of this ancient 
structure formed only a part of the basement, not reach- 
ing even to wliere once stood the door. The height is 
about twelve feet. It measures in its outer circiimference 
fifty-two feet; its diameter within the walls is six fciet; 
and the thickness oi the walls three feet and a half. Its 
masonry is greatly liupcrior to tiiat of the church; the 
stones are larger -regular, and well-dressed. The cut-stone 
or facing of t^* ttdrth-west side has been all taken away 
for the erection of tombs in the adjacent buryiog-^round. 
Within and without, spoliation has been at work.eSectually, 
aided by those worst of pestf, the gold seekers ; fcUpwS 
whose unhallowed dreams are mcpt fatal to our antiqui- 
ties. This tower must have fallen before the lasfc century, 
but no notice of it in its erect state has sumved. There? 
erection or tepair of one of those beautiful structures is a 
thing that h^is never yet been attempted in Ireland ; andj, 
I am afraid. 'V^y^^t for many along day to come. Our 
tastes are na^mlra^ntly in advance yet to become con- 
servative ofte^^jii&$ ; and yet the towers deserve our 
care. Mkwgi^i^ their beauty, behold how useful, as 
food fo^^^^tSon, have they been. What ink has been 
poured forth ilfi revealing what has not been yet revealed-— 
their origin and me: what latent absurdities of mind and 
vagaries of ttieTancy have they not brought forth. Why, 
if ;'.e had not the round tower, we would never have the 
volume of the learned O'Brien, and the heaven-born dis- 
covery of the Lingam in form, and tlie " cupboard" for 
use, to hold Dutch figures sacred to that very decent deity, 
ths Indo-Irish Budha, Neither should we ever have heard 
of Simon, the Sty lite, affording, as a model to our ancho- 
rites, his squstCi solid inWsLf^ wherefrom, by way of making 
a close ropy, they erected a fvundf holhttr towev ; but the 
Styhte theory was, as I shall submit, but an approach to the 
truth. The builders of our towers looked a little higher 
than the pillar of the Egyptian anchorite : read the 1 1th 
of Joshua, according to the Vulgate, and. lo, what a light 
gleams upon us ! howthe eye Unscales ! Therein it is said, 
*' Jacob '.yorshipped on tfie top of Ids staff."* Here it is 
clear that the staff answered the sire of " Judah and his 
brethren," as the pillar did the Stylite; of which pillar the 
said staff was the undisputed prototype. The Irish, from 
first to last, >( ere Jacobites. They copied the patriarch's 
staff one dayj-ton the next they borrowed his very pillow, 
T})e curious m^y, for a small gratuity, see the latter to this 
hdiT in Wast;«inster abbey. I^et them look at any one 
tower, from Antrim to Ardmore, and they will see a faithful 
fae siii lie of the patriarchal staff. 

GciK ral Vallancey has stated that within the church in 
the noriiN.vcst corner was a brown rough stone, with a few 
Oi^hain characters inscribed. It was about seven feet long, 
but he thiii';s might once have been longer. The insCi*ip- 
tion, too, h(j thought impei'fect, but took no trouble about 
explaining it. Ttiis stone has since been removed, and, it 
iP.^tf' "iit'd in the erection oTa vault or tomb, in the ad- 
joimng burying-ground. 

The loss of tfifs ancient rcHc could be but badly £pai*cd, 
thciugh, I hfliv've, Ogham insciiptious are by no means 
few over the country; yet, of these, our antiquaries have 
hitherto actually discovered {und imparted tlieir discove- 
\ne9t^'t\m world) not more than three or four. This bare 
fact'e«htt>itf5 both the zeal and qualification of this very 
Belf'SttiRdeitt but do-little race. Nothing is more certain 
than thrit the Pagan Irish inscribed frequently the " Ogham 

.;• Anxious to afford every fiicility to the investigation of 
the subject of RodndTowcri--, we give the theory of our Cor- 
resppndent as he himself lays it down, without pledging our- 
selves in any way for its accuracy.^ We had hoped long since 
to hav*'e been enabled to lay before't)ur reJiders the theory atJ- 
Vanced by Mr. Petrie, in his Essay on this long contested 
butstion, which gained for him the prize of the Royal Irish 
Ac^emyv It is scarcely faijr to keep it so long from the 



Name*' of the dead on Dallans. Many inscriptions 
of this, as well as other kinds, remain, which a little re- 
search would brinu to light; but they are enduring the 
common fate of our Irish literature— suffered to lie im- 
known, unsought, and neglected. The writer of this article 
has himself seen several of these inscribed Dcdlans, ascer- 
tained the existence of others, and assisted in presenting 
one of them lately to the Cork Institution, where it'may 
now be seen. On some future occasion he may present a 
memoir, accompanied by drawings, to the readers of the 
Journal. 

In conchi^ion, I understand that it is intended to erect 
a new church at A^hadoe. No site certainlv could l)e 
better chosen ; but, I trust there will be no meddling with, 
or displacing of the old structure. We should 'all be de- 
sirous that antiquity should be honoured, and;aU its asso- 
ciations, histofi(^al and legendary, presetvccff room enough 
there is for a new church/beside the pioqr old, but time- 
honored and interesting riiin. J. W. 



VICISSITUDE OF FORTUNE—VIZIER ALLY. 

Sn^—Presunaing that the generality of j'O it r readers 
iDustfeel ioterested in the extraordiiiary ^vicissitude of 
fortune which this young man eKperienced^ I Jjeg to en- 
dose, for insertion in your Journal, the following brief 
statement of facts as they occurred; and am, Sir, >our 
obedient servant, A Constant REAULa. 

Deceviber 28, 1B34. 

Among the deaths mentioned in an old Calcutta news- 
paper, is that of Vizier Ally, once Nabob of Oude ; but 
being deposed by the East India Company, was sub:5e- 
quently, and in comsequence of the treacherous murder of 
Mr. Cherry and others, at Benares, confined for life in a 
room made to resemble an iron cage, in Fort VViUiam, 
where he lingered out an iniprisoument of seventeen 
years, three months, and four days. He died at the age 
of onj^ thirty-six years. 

V^cr Ally was the adopted son of Asuf-ud-DowIab, 
late Nabob of Oude. His mother was the wife of a Forash 
(a menial servant of low description.) 

His reputed father, Asuf-ud-I)owlah, was a wealthy and 
eccentric prince. Having succeecfed to the Mu^nud of 
OudiJ, by the assistance of the East India Company, he 
professed great partiality for the Bngli^h. Mild in man- 
ners, pohte and affable in his conduct, he possessed no 
great mental powers : his disposition was kind, consider- 
ing his education, which instilled the most despotic ideas. 
He was fond of lavishing his treasures on gardens, palaces, 
horses, elephants, European guns, lustres, and n)irrors. 
He expended every year about two hundred thousand 
pounds in English manufactures. This Nabob had more 
than one hundred gardens, twenty palaces, tvvelve hun- 
dred elephants, three thousand fine saddle-horses, fifteen 
hundred double-barrel guns, seventeen hiihdred superb lus- 
tres, thirty thousand shades, of various forms and colours; 
several hundred large mirrors, giraadples and clocks; 
some of the latter were very curious, richly set with jewel*, 
having figures in continual moveolent, arid playing tunes 
every hour ; two of these clocks cost hira thirty thousand 
pounds. Without taste or judgment, he was extremely 
soHcitous to |>o*sess all that was elegant and rare : he iiad 
instruments and machiiies of every art and scienccj but he 
knew none. He sometimes gave a dinner io ten or twelve 
persons, sitting at their ease in a carriage drawn by elC' 
phants. His harani contained above five hundred of the 
greatest beauties of India. He had an immense nunibef 
of domestic servants, and a very large army^ besides heiftg 
fully protected from hostile invasion , by the Coinpatiy's 
subsidiary forces. His jewels amounted to eight miUio*# 
sterling. Amidst this precio^fe treasure, he ftdght ^be se^ 
for several hours every day, handling them as a child da^ 
his toys. y? 

Usuf had no legitimate children. He was in the habi^ 
whenever he saw a pregnant woman, whose appearano« 
struck his fancy, to invite her tq^the palace to lie in; Q>* 
of those was the mother of Vizier Ally. ■ 

The l^rightliness of Vizier Ally, while yet an jn&»4 
so &i\ixs\y ^lii^Qii^^ th^ afikctioiu of the old Nabdb^ iM 



